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Every week this summer, The Reckoner will be releasing a short
Summertime Edition. These mini-editions will feature new content from
the members of the Tenth Guard, contributions from the executive team
of the Eleventh Guard, and information on how you can be a part of The
Reckoner. Don't forget to wear sunscreen!

A new Summertime Edition will be published on our website every
Monday. Read them all here: thereckoner.ca/category/summer-content/.

of Marc Garneau C.I.

News Board presents...
Dressing Defiantly To Protest Sexualization in Sports 
by Caroline Cheng

Life Board presents...
Built From Lies by Javeria Sajid
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A long history of gender inequality and sexualization in athletics is hard to erase. However,
some female athletes are deciding to take a stand this summer.

Players in the Norwegian women’s beach handball team chose to wear shorts instead of bikini
bottoms during a European handball championship game on 18 July 2021. The team was
subsequently fined 1,500 euros ($1,766 USD)—150 euros ($176) for each player—for wearing
“improper clothing” during their bronze medal game against Spain. [1]

The European Handball Federation (EHF) said in a statement that “the team played with shorts
that are not according to the Athlete Uniform Regulations defined in the IHF Beach Handball
Rules of the Game.” [2]

According to International Handball Federation (IHF) regulations, female athletes must wear
bikini bottoms with a maximum side width of 10 centimeters, with a “close fit” and “cut on an
upward angle toward the top of the leg.”

In stark contrast, men must wear shorts that are “not too baggy” and 10 centimeters above the
kneecap.

The team's coach, Eskil Berg Andreassen, said that the uniform regulations could discourage
women from playing handball, stating that they are a “difficult thing for many players,”
including athletes from Arabic and majority Muslim countries, and could push female players
to “move away from the sport.” His team was aware that there would be a fine because they
had been fighting for the right to wear alternatives to bikini bottoms for “several years.” [1]

“It should be possible to choose—not to say that they have to play like this. If someone wants
to play in bikini bottoms, they have the right to choose,” he said. [1]

The Norwegian Handball Association (NHF) said on Twitter, “We are very proud of these girls
who during the European Championships raised their voices and announced that ENOUGH IS
ENOUGH.” The NHF also said, “We at NHF stand behind and support you. Together we will
continue to fight to change the clothing regulations, so that players are allowed to play in the
clothes they are comfortable with.” [1]

The singer Pink has also shown her support on Twitter, saying that “I’m VERY proud of the
Norwegian female beach handball team FOR PROTESTING THE VERY SEXIST RULES ABOUT
THEIR ‘uniform’. The European handball federation SHOULD BE FINED FOR SEXISM. Good on
ya, ladies. I’ll be happy to pay your fines for you. Keep it up.” [3]
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In another case, at the Tokyo Olympics, the German women’s gymnastics team wore full-body
unitards instead of bikini-cut unitards in a statement against the sexualization of female
athletes’ bodies. Their suits covered their legs down to the ankle, while most other female
gymnasts wore high-cut leotards.

“It's about what feels comfortable,” Elisabeth Seitz, a gymnast on the team, said. “We wanted
to show that every woman, everybody, should decide what to wear.” [4]

“We sat together today and said, OK, we want to have a big competition,” another competitor,
Sarah Voss, said. “We want to feel amazing, we want to show everyone that we look amazing.”
[5]

Attire with sleeves and leg coverings are officially allowed in competition, according to the
International Gymnastics Federation.

However, Matt Cowan, who is the chief commercial officer for GK Elite, the U.S.’ premier
leotard manufacturer, has stated that most orders for full-body leotards are for cultural and
religious reasons. It seems that there is not much interest from gymnasts in clothing that
covers more of the body, and as Cowan said, “From a consumer demand perspective, we are
not there yet.” [5]

The head of broadcasting at Tokyo 2020 is trying to eliminate overly sexualized images of
female athletes. “Sport appeal, not sex appeal” is what Olympic officials are pushing for. [6]

“You will not see in our coverage some things that we have been seeing in the past, with
details and close-up on parts of the body,” Olympic Broadcasting Services chief executive
Yiannis Exarchos said on 26 July 2021. [6]

“It's really biased when it comes to gender,” said Naoko Imoto, who swam for Japan at the 1996
Atlanta Olympics, and now works for UNICEF. “Many of the channels look at female athletes
[as] girls or wives or mothers and not really as pure athletes,” she said. “Most of it also really
gives attention to the looks saying… they are beautiful or sexy. They are powerful and they are
also beautiful, but they are not just women. They are athletes.” [6]
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Sometimes I wonder what happened to you,
What changed you.
Was it sudden, or was I just blind to the truth?

You knew I hated to acknowledge it;
That I was better. 
And although there was truth in the fact,
I never acted on it.

I never let it get to my head,
Never crowned myself in medals,
Never thought myself superior,
Never thought our friendship was unworthy of me.

Yet as I gained my accomplishments
I unknowingly fueled your envy filled fire, 
the ire that you could never rid of.

So you dragged me down in a futile attempt to somehow, anyhow, 
use my pain to piece together a fractured stairway to success.

Didn’t give me time to brush the dirt off my knees 
as you thundered forward on the path I had made.

You manipulated the blankness of my mind, the hollowness in my bones
Planted the feeling of utter dread and helplessness and waited for it to take root.
Its vines slowly growing and twisting deep inside me, paralyzing me 
So you could take everything.

I was unaware of your true self,
My naïveté allowed for you to pull a veil over my eyes.

You used my blood as ink,
Presented a mural of sentiments and emotions that were not yours,
Were given trophies and awards for my work
Because you called it your own.
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Stood on your pedestal of false valour and success
while you left me behind.
Basked in their praises on your throne of lies.
Oh, how I wished you would die. 

That maybe someone would stab you in the back
while you flounced and paraded among the people 
adorned in an intricate deceitful guise.
A dagger of irony twisting deeper into you as you fell to your knees.

How long will you keep this facade?
What will you do when they begin to demand more and more and more?
When you’ll find yourself cornered, struggling, 
nothing to sate their needs.

What will you do when you realize that you can no longer feed off of me?
Take my creations and present them as your own?

What will you do when you are forced to acknowledge 
that I am behind all that you have?

We made our beds.
Yet while I lay in mine, 
you would die in yours.

The News Board serves to keep
the students of Marc Garneau CI
informed on events in the school
and the community. In addition
to reports on school events,
feature articles, and Significant
Digits, the board also writes
about real-world news. This
includes happenings in the local
community, the GTA, and the
global landscape.

The Life Board consists of writers
and illustrators who produce
interesting pieces of personal
expression. The board is
primarily concerned with written
and visual work (both creative
and critical), as well as
informative pieces about events
in the city and around the world
to stimulate readers' cultural and
artistic interests. 

 Details on how to apply to be part of these boards will be available in late August.
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 Thanks for reading!
We can't wait for you to read next week's release, which will come out
on Monday, August 9th. See you then!

Follow us on our Instagram, @mgci.reckoner, to stay updated.
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