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Every week this summer, The Reckoner has been releasing a short
Summertime Edition, a project that culminates today as we near the end
of August. These mini-editions feature new content from the members of
the Tenth Guard, contributions from the executive team of the Eleventh
Guard, and information on how you can be a part of The Reckoner. 

All of our Summertime Editions are published on our website. Read them
here: thereckoner.ca/category/summer-content/.

of Marc Garneau C.I.

T h i s  w e e k :

News Board presents...
Growing Art & Stories from the Garden by Zahra Ahmed

And be sure to check out...
Applying to The Reckoner
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As the community gardens in Thorncliffe Park aim to provide fresh
local produce to residents, children and youth have been working on
growing their own project during the weekends. 

On Saturday August 28, Thorncliffe Park Urban Farmers (TPUF) hosted
another one of its art and stories events, in partnership with Story
Planet, at the Pollinator Garden behind 53 Thorncliffe Park Drive. 

TPUF, run by Michelle Delaney, a resident of Thorncliffe Park, is a
community group working on developing a local sustainable food
system. TPUF is also currently working on a sister garden at 71
Thorncliffe Park Drive. 

The event is part of a series of workshops run by Story Planet, a non-
profit organization dedicated to amplifying children's voices through
creative writing, in order to collect and express the art and stories in
the local community for a book project.

The sunny afternoon was full of outdoor painting, music, and youth
sharing stories and poetry. More than 25 community members and
facilitators shared the green space and actively participated in the
activities from 4:00 pm until 6:30 pm. 

To kick off the event, children and youth painted tree stumps along the
pathways with white base coats in preparation for the main painting
activity. An active discussion about Nature Heros, the theme of the
event, followed. The theme reflected the connection between
animation and nature; it encouraged residents to use inspiration from
the garden setting to create characters that came to life.
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Thorncliffe Park Urban Farmers Presents: Growing
Art & Stories from the Garden
Zahra Ahmed
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Nadia Shabaz, board member and volunteer at Story Planet, said, “The
energy here is so cool! We didn't expect that so many people would be
here, and all these kids are teaching us about nature. It's fun for us to
be able to bring some art supplies, and see them express what this
garden means to them. So, good on all of the Thorncliffe Park Urban
Farmers for creating this oasis because as Michelle says, it always feels
so much more than a garden.” 

Later on, participants spent time scavenging for inspiration and
sketched their characters on clipboards with the pencils, pens and
colourful markers provided.

Hayat Jamil, Grade 10 student at Marc Garneau Collegiate Institute,
remarked that there were more people at the event than he expected.
For his artwork, he drew the planet Earth and an overlapping flower.
He hopes to volunteer at the gardens more often during his free time.

Don Valley East MP Rob Oliphant and the 53 Division neighbourhood
community officers also made special appearances at the Garden.
Oliphant spent time connecting with residents, touring the pathways,
and catching up with Delaney. He spoke about the importance of the
community garden network: “They remind the whole community that
even though we live in high-rise buildings, we’re tied to the Earth.
We’re on the edge of the Don Valley and it's really important that we
always remember how close we are to nature. I also love the fact that
this [the Pollinator Garden] is the bridge between high-rise
apartments and the Don Valley. We've got basically wilderness on one
side and cultivated earth on the other.”

After the ideation stage of the Nature Heros activity, the acrylic paints
and brushes were set up. Everyone was encouraged to choose a stump
and spend time painting their sketch. 
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Vincy Lim, one of the artist facilitators, shared her experience in
helping mentor the children. “It’s really fun, it's just lovely to see the
community get together to do activities. [It makes] the garden more
beautiful than it already is. It feels like something is growing on top of
the garden, all the flowers and vegetables. My favorite part is seeing
everyone's faces. It brightens my day when I see the kids. They were
like, 'It’s almost your birthday,' and they gave me gifts, even though it's
not my birthday.”

As the event came to an end, children and youth finished their
paintings on the tree stumps. The designs varied from flowers and
rainbows to butterflies and mushrooms. Mahruk Sultan, a Grade 7
student attending Valley Park Middle School, said she liked how
“people are showing love for their planet Earth [by coming to the
event],” while putting some finishing touches on her art.

Amna Jamil, first-year student at Centennial College, said, “It's a great
activity for kids especially to come in the sun; because of COVID-19,
people have been on their screens all day.” Her favourite part of the
event was painting, being in nature and looking at flowers.  

When asked about her experience and leadership with the gardens,
Delaney said, “It's a very rewarding and humbling experience. The
gardens are well-loved by the community and I’m given a lot of respect
for creating a project that helps a lot of residents. There’s a lot of
community-building that happens in these spaces which makes part of
the magic. The community is full of love and calmness.” 

She started the gardens through her own journey of trying to live a
more eco-friendly lifestyle. She noticed that food injustice was
prevalent in the community, and at the time, there was a long waiting
list to join one of the two community gardens. “I just had the vision
that I could be a part of a solution and bring something nice for me and 
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my neighbours. My favourite part of the journey is how some residents
who started gardening with me in our first season are still gardening
with me in our 9th season. I’m surprised by how much the project has
grown and the future potential.” Delaney sees many future plans for
TPUF and its community gardens, including educational workshops;
more collaborations with other nonprofits; expanding to contribute
food to more families; and maybe even another pollinator garden.
 
Delaney concluded, “The event was a success as many families came to
create some art, telling tales of nature and being a part of the dynamics
of what makes a community.”

 
The TPUF team is actively looking to recruit volunteers to help with
garden work. The youth team runs on the weekends from 10:00 am to
12:00 pm. You can find out more about this on their Instagram, 
 @ThorncliffePark_UrbanFarmers, or contact tpurbanfarm@gmail.com.
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The News Board serves to keep the students of Marc Garneau CI informed on events in
the school and the community. In addition to reports on school events, feature articles,
and Significant Digits, the board also writes about real-world news. This includes
happenings in the local community, the GTA, and the global landscape. More
information about how to apply is on Page 7!
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Michelle Delaney, head of TPUF.

Tree stumps painted by local youth.

A group session with 53 Division community officers.

A sketching session.

Photos: Zahra Ahmed
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Applying to

News Board 
Life Board
Editorial Board
Photography Board
Illustrations Board
Print Development Board
Web Development Board
Outreach Board

Applications to The Reckoner open at midnight on Sunday,
September 12th, and close on Friday, September 24th at 11:59 pm. 

Remember, we have eight different boards here at The Reckoner,
consisting of five content boards, two development boards, and
one outreach board : 

Stay tuned via our Instagram (@mgci.reckoner) and our Facebook
(@mgcireckoner) for more information about The Reckoner, its
different boards, and how to apply.

We encourage you to look around our website and note which
elements of our operations seem interesting to you. Brief
descriptions of each board's specialty are also available in our
Manual of Style and Conduct. Being part of The Reckoner is a
rewarding experience—one that we hope you'll join us for.
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https://thereckoner.ca/
https://reckoner-media.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/MOSAC-7th-Edition-v2.pdf


We hope you have enjoyed our summertime releases. This
project has just been a taste of what The Reckoner is all about.
We can't wait for you to see what we've got planned for the
school year. See you then!

Follow us on our Instagram, @mgci.reckoner, to stay updated.

Thanks for reading our final edition!
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https://www.instagram.com/mgci.reckoner/
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